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BATH-BRUNSWICK LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Area edged up from 2.6 percent in November to 
2.7 percent in December. The local December rate was the lowest December rate ever recorded. It also 
compared favorably with corresponding State and national unemployment rates of 4.6 percent and 6.3 
percent, respectively. From November to December, local resident employment climbed from 24,900 to 
25, 160, while the number of jobless persons increased from 660 to 710. Over-the-month joh gains were 
reported in shipbuilding, printing and publishing, electrical machinery, and retail trade. Seasonal 
layoffs occurred in construction, hotels, and restaurants. A year ago, 23,810 local resirlents were 
employed and 950 were unemployed for an unemployment rate of 3.8 percent. 
BIDDEFORD LABOR HARKET AREA 
The unernployment· rate edged upward in the Riddeford Lahar Market Area in Decernher. Resident (~mployrnent 
followed historical trends and declined from 23,930 in November to 23,260 in Decemher, while thP nurnher 
unemployed changed very little, declining from 1,110 to 1,100. The unemployment rate rose from 4.4 
percent in November to 4.5 percent in December. This December the local unemployment rate was just 
below the statewide rate of 4.6 percent and well below the national rate of 6.3 percent. Last year at 
this time, the local economy's unemployment rate stood at 3.8 percent. Current Dece111her employment 
losses occurred in nondomestic services and contract construction. Manufacturing employment r emained 
relatively unchanged between November and December. 
LEWISTON-AUBURN HETROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Lewiston-Auburn netropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), which is comprised of 
Lewiston, Auburn, Lisbon, Greene, Mechanic Falls, Polanrl and Sabattus, increased from ~.b percent in 
November to 5.6 percent in December. This was the lowest December rate since 197B. D1Jring the same 
period, the State's unemployment rate rose from 4.4 percent to 4.6 percent, while the national 
uneripl oyment rate dropped from 6.6 percent to 6.3 percent. From November to December, local resident 
employment fell by 500 to 37,100, while unemployment remained unchanged at 2,200. Nonfarrn employment 
declined by 200, as layoffs in paper and leather and leather products manufacturing, construction, 
transportation and public utilities, and services outnumbered joh gains in rubber and plastics 
manufacturing, retail trade, and government. Local economic conditions improved in 1986. Last year 
2,700 residents were unemployed and the unemployment rate was 6.7 percent. Over-the-year, the area 
experienced a net increase of 400 new jobs. The local manufacturing hase continued its long-term 
downtrend with an overall loss of 300 jobs. Layoffs of 300 jobs in leather and leather products, 200 in 
rubber and plastics, and 100 in textiles were slightly offset by gains of 200 jobs in electrical 
machinery and 100 jobs in other durable goods. Nonmanufacturing employment expanrled for the fourth 
consecutive year, with a gain of 700 new jobs. Job gains of 200 jobs each were reported in retail 
trade; finance, insurance, and real estate; services; and local government. The v1holesale trade 
industry added 100 new jobs. Layoffs of 100 jobs each occurred in contract construction and 
transportation, communication, and public utilities. 
PORTLAND METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
A drop in manufacturing employment and a seasonal decline in contract construction combinerl to prorluce 
lower resident employment in the Portland f1etropolitan Statistical Area in December. Resident 
employment fell from 112,900 in November to 111,500 in December, while the number unemployed remained 
unchanged at 3,100. The unemployment rate for December was 2.7 percent, unchanged from Noveinber. A 
year ago, the local unemployment rate was also 2.7 percent, with 3,000 unemployed residents. Meanwhile, 
corresponding State and national unemployment rates for this December v1ere 4 . 6 percent and fi.3 percent, 
respectively. Locally, the annual holiday rush to the t1aine Mall, L.L. Rean, and other local retailers 
produced healthy gains in wholesale and retail trade between November and Decemher. Also gains at the 
t1aine Medical Center boosted health services employment. 
RUMFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
Increased employment levels in log9ing and paper manufacturing and seasonal job gains in retail trade 
and the skiing industry helped to reduce the unemployment rate in the Rumford Labor Market Area from 7 .5 
percent in November to 6. 9 percent in December. Resident employment jumped from 7, 2()() in Nove111he r to 
7,370 in December, while unemployment declined from 580 to 5~0. Last year at this time, blO local 
residents were out of work and the unemployment rate was 7.3 percent. 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
Historical trends prevailed, and the unemployment rate in the Haterville Labor Market Area rose slightly 
in December. For the fifth consecutive month the area's unemployment rate was above the State's rate, 
while remaining below the national rate. Resident employment dropped from 21,240 in November to 20,ggo 
in December and - unemployment rose slightly from 1,060 to 1,090. These shifts in the labor force 
resulted in an unemployment rate of 4.9 percent, just 0.1 percentage points above the Novemher rate. 
This month the State's unemployment rate rose 0.2 percentage points to 4.6 percent, while the national 
rate dropped slightly to 6.3 percent. A year ago the local rate was 4.6 percent. At that time, 1,040 
residents were jobless, while 21,540 were employed. This Decemher, while there were seasonal employment 
gains in trade and services in nonmanufacturing, employment was mixed in the manufacturing sector. An 
increase in employment in paper and allied products offset small losses in apparel, textiles, and lumher 
and wood products. 
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CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE LABOR MARKET AREA, NEW ENGLAND STATES, AND THE UNITED STATES .u 
LABOR FORCE '?f RESIDENl EMPLOYED UNEMPLOYMENT UNl,MPUJY MI NI HA I I. 
AREAS 
....-'~ I 
Dec. 86 Nov. 86 Dec. 85 Dec. 86 Nov. 86 Dec. 85 Dec. 86 Nov. 86 Dec. 85 Occ. ll6 Nov. Hh Oec. 85 
MAINE-Statewide . . . ... . . ~. -~~- . 549.9 558.6 555.5 524.4 I 534.1 I 528.2 25 .5 I 24.5 I 27.3 4.6 I 4.4 I 4.9 
MAJOR LABOR MARKETS . ~ 1::: ~ ~ 
Bangor MSA .. . .. . . ..... ,;, . . r:.-4:'~ 40 ,200 40,600 42 ,000 38,300 38 ,800 40 ,000 1,900 1,800 2,000 
1· 
4.7 I : 4 .4 I 
4.8 
• 'a~~- 39 ,300 39 ,800 40,400 37 ,100 37 ,600 37, 700 2,200 2,200 2 ,700 5.6 5.5 fi., Lewiston-Auburn MSA ...... ,. ;A · 'ft 
Portland MSA ..... . ...... · i~~: 114 ,600 116 ,000 113, 100 111,500 112, 900 110 ,100 3,100 3, 100 3.ooo 2.7 2 .7 2 .7 
Portsmouth-Dover· D ~ ....,, ~~ 
.arr" n/ a 126 ,520 123,480 n/a 123,580 120,250 n/a 2,940 3,230 I n/a I D 2.3 I 2.6 Rochester MSA 3/ . . .... )~~~ ~~ ~ 
OTHER LABOR MARKETS I ·~t,, ~ 
Augusta . ... . ...... . ... . ~:  30,110 30,540 31,360 28, 730 29,200 29 ,820 1,380 1,340 1,540 4.6 .. 4 .4 4.9 
Bath-Brunswick ... c. ~~ •• ~ • ., ''<,1' , 25,870 25,560 24,760 25 ,160 24,900 23,810 710 660 950 2.7 2.6 3.8 
=~~~8e~:~d:: ·.::::: :~ :'~ :: <1~.~ 10,360 10,560 10 ,860 9,530 9 ,830 9,870 830 730 990 8.0 ~~ 6.9 9.1 24,360 25 ,040 24, 770 23,260 23,930 23,830 l, 100 1,110 940 4.5 4.4 3.8 
11,040 11 ,670 12 ,420 10 ,590 11,230 11,870 450 440 550 4 .1 3.8 4.4 
12 ,930 13,460 12,740 11,930 12,490 11,750 1,000 970 990 7.7 7.? 7 .8 
Caribou-Presque Isle .... ~ . . ~ ·~ . ~ 21,420 21,540 21,660 19,760 20,000 19,930 1,660 1,540 1, 730 7. 7 I .1 8.0 
Central Penobscot .... . . .. -li'· ~ 2,870 2 ,930 2 ,780 2,700 2,760 2 ,600 170 170 180 5.9 5.8 6~. 5 
Dover-Foxcroft . .. .... , .. . .. :J'J .; ~ 6,550 6,630 6 ,410 6, 160 6,250 6,070 390 380 340 6.0 5.7 5.3 
Ellsworth . . . . . . . , ... ·.; .. •. ·-i/~i ·~~ 20,,580 21,570 21,100 19 ,390 20,510 19,920 1,190 1,060 1,180 5.8 4.9 5.6 
Farmington . . .. . . .. . ~ .... · .... ~. 11,820 11,770 12,080 l 1, 160 11, 100 11 ,220 660 670 860 5.6 5.7 7.1 
Fort Kent-Allagash ... ~-~~ ~ ,;' ~1 5,430 5,560 5 ,150 5,080 5,230 4, 740 : 350 330 410 6.4 D 5.9 8.0 
Greenville .... . , . .. -~-~~'!~~ .'.tl~ 1,230 1,270 1,110 1,140 l, 190 1,000 90 80 110 7. 3 6.3 9.9 
Houlton ... . . .. ~:·,"""'· ~ ..... u?"r. g' 5,770 5,820 5,920 5,410 5,500 5,570 360 
' 
320 350 6.2 
' 
5.5 'J.9 
. S>J~fltl cr~o.1 · i 28 ,290 28,540 28,180 27,870 28, 160 27 ,730 420 380 450 1.5 1.3 1.6 K1ttery·YOrk1/ .. .. .. .. , . .. . ·:;~- · ., ~ 
Lincoln-Howland . , .t''., . . -"\ . . . :t"Dj: 5,330 5,440 5,440 5,050 5,l]O 5,130 280 270 310 5. 3 I 5.0 5.7 [ 
' Livermore Falls . . . . . . . . .,. ·oJ.~ ~~ · 4,260 4 ,360 4,800 3,980 4 .roo 4 ,490 ~ 280 260 310 c 6.6 t, .o 6.5 
Madawaska-Van Buren . ...... ~ . ~ 3,750 3,750 3,820 3,390 3,430 3 ,450 ~ [ 360 320 370 . ." 9.6 I H.5 9.7 
Milllnocket-.East ~illlnocket ... ~, · 4 ,220 4,300 4,470 3,970 4,060 4,250 250 240 220 ii 5 .9 "! 5.6 4.9 D 
Norway-Pans .... . .. . . .... . ... : -~ 10,970 11,250 10 ,980 10 ,,400 10.,680 10,280 570 570 700 5.2 D 5.1 : 6.4 
Patten-Island Falls . . . ....... lr:f ~ 2,760 2 ,810 2,460 2 ,590 2 ,650 2,320 ~ 170 160 140 ~ 6.2 5.7 5. 
'e, ~ 
Rockland ... . ............. . f'jf' 16 ,800 17, 110 17 ,320 16 ,040 16,420 16,430 
D 
760 690 890 4.5 4.0 5.1 
=~:r:~~d: : : : :-: : : :o: ~:I: : : ~: : j,\l\~' 7 ,920 7 ,780 · 8,330 7,370 7,200 7, 720 550 ~ 580 610 6.9 7.5 7.3 15,140 15,250 15,240 14,330 14,530 14,360 ~ 810 720 ~ 880 5.4 4.7 5. 8 I 
Sebago Lakes Region ... .. ~ . .. ~ ~ 11,460 11,870 10,540 11 ,090 11,490 10, 160 370 380 380 
' 
3.2 3.2 3.6 
Skowhegan .. . ..... . . ..... ~-. ,~ .;:, 22 ,6 70 23,270 · 22,490 21,230 21,890 20,970 1,440 1,380 1,520 6.4 5.9 6.8 
u~~ 10,040 10 ,300 10,280 9,320 9,640 9,550 720 660 730 7.2 6.4 7 . 1 Southwest Penobscot . . . . ..... . , 
Waterville. ... ......... . .. . .... , 22,080 22,300 22,580 20,990 21,240 21,540 1,090 1,060 1,040 I a 4.9 4.8 4.6 
OTHER NEW ENGLAND STATES I 
Connecticut .. . . • •• . .•.• . ..... ~ n/a 1,7 83 .6 1,739.8 n/a 1,723.4 1,660.3 n/a 60.2 79 .• 5 n/a 3.4 4.6 
Massachusetts .••• ~- ...•.• . .. . 3,085.0 3,079.4 3,060.9 2,989.0 2,967.0 2, 94 2. 7 96.0 112.4 118.2 3.1 3.6 3.9 ~ a 
New Hampshire ..... . _ ... . • ,: .. . 559.0 559.2 554.1 545.1 545.2 537.3 13.8 14.0 16.8 2.5 2.5 3.0 
Rhode Island • . . .•. ... ..• • • ,n . ~ • : n/a 513.4 504.3 n/a 494 .1 481.4 n/a 19.3 22.9 n/a 3.8 4.5 
Vermont . .. . . . . .. ... ... . .. ·: . . . ~ n/a 295.7 287 .7 n/a 282.9 274.5 n/a 12 .8 13 .2 n/a 4.3 4.6 
NEW ENGLAND STATES . .. . .•.... n/a 6,789.9 6,702.3 n/a 6,546.7 6,424.4 n/a 243.2 27 7 .9 n/a 3.6 4.1 
UNITED STATES 4/ .... .. . . .. . .... 118.049 118 .623 115 .780 110 .588 110 .7 51 108 063 7 .461 7.872 7. 717 6.3 6.6 6.7 
MSA-Metropolitan Statistical Area 
Note: n/a Indicates Iha! the lnlormatlon was not available at the time of printing. Employment and unemplOyment may not add to labor torce due lo rounding. 
FootnotH 
JI Labor force, employment, and unemployment data for all areas not seasonally adlualed. Estimates made Independently tor each labor market area have been benchmarl<ed lo and 
extrapolated from the Current Population Survey estimates tor Iha state. All data adlusted to place of residence basis. Excludes members of the Armed Forces . 
.2) Current and lasl month figures prellmlnary; year ago figures revised . 
.JI Kittery-York Is fhe elghf.lown Maine portion of the Fortamouth-Oover-Rochester MSA which Includes towns fn both Maine and New Hampshire. 
jJ National estimates based on a sample of household visits ; state estimates based on enlargements of employment figures reported 
THESE DATA ARE COMPILED BY THE MAINE BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY IN COOPERATION WITH THE U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 
DECEMBER 1986 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE STATEWIDE MONTHLY NEWS RELEAS[ 
Fol l owing historical trencts, employment dropped slightly in December in the Augusta Labor t1arket l\rea. f{esirlent em-
ployment fell from 29,200 in November to 28,730 in necernber, while the number unemployed rose slight'ly to 1,380 from 
1,340. The resultant unemployment rate of 4.6 percent was 0.2 percentage points above tf1e 4.4 µercent rate re-
corded in November. A year ago the unemployment rate was somewhat higher at 4.9 perce nt. At that time, 1,540 resi-
dents were out of work, while 29,820 were employerl. This December the local unemployment rate was lower than the 
national rate of 6. 3 percent but equal to the State's rate of 4.6 percent. Nonfarm emp .loyment lev el s were 111ixerl. 
In the manufacturing sector, the closure of a local shoe shop resulted in a decline in employment in leathP.r and 
leather products, which was partially offset by small employment gains in paper anrl allied product5 , textiles, 
apparel, and food anrl kindred products. In the nonmanufacturing sector, trade anrl s<~rvices evid ~nced seasonal 
gains, while employment in construction tapered off. 
BANGOR METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
A decrease in resident employment helped boost the Rangor Metropolitan Statistical Area (r1SJ\) unemployml•nt rdte from 
4.4 percent in Novemher to 4.7 percent in necember. The nurnher unemployed rose 100 to l ,9UU in Decemher, whih~ resi-
dent employment declined from 38,800 in Novemher to 38,300 in December. The unemµloyment rates for thP. Stat e; anrl nd-
tion for December were 4.6 · percent and 6.3 percent, respectively. Manufacturing employment increased slightly with 
employment gains in leather and leather products and machinery, except electrical. These yains were soi11ewhat offset 
by employment losses in petroleum and coal products and paper and allierl products. Employment in nonmanufacturin~ 
cteclined with losses occurring in contract construction; finance, insurance, and real estate; .incl ;s tate government. 
Seasonal employment gains were evidenced in wholesale and retail trade. On January 13, 1987, r;eneral Electric Corpo-
ration announced that 175 workers will be adrled to its turbine manufacturing operation in Bangor. The .111ove is part 
of a program of manufacturing consolidations and production changes and will be implemented in phasP.s starting mid-
year 1987. 
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MAINE DEPARTMENT OF 
l~1!~l._!Mi BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE COUNTY 
Div ision of Economic Analysis and Research 
STATISTICAL DATA SERIES: CCLF 12-86 
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE ?J UNEMPLOYMENT RATE RESIDENT EMPLOYED 
COUNTY j1 
Dec. 86 I Nov. 86 I Dec. 85 I Dec. 86 I Nov. 86 I Dec. 85 I Dec. 86 I Nov. 86 I Dec. 85 I Dec. 86 I Nov. 86 I Dec. 85 
ANDROSCOGGIN 45,410 46, 110 47,100 2,480 2,460 3,020 5.5 5.3 6.4 42,930 43,650 44,080 
AROOSTOOK . . . . . . . ... . ........ . 38,250 38,580 38,220 2,840 2,600 2,940 7.4 6.7 7.7 35,410 35,980 35,280 
CUMBERLAND . . .... . .• . • . .. .... .... 122,810 I 124,180 I 120,600 3,200 3,190 3,350 2.6 2.6 2.8 I 119,610 I 120,990 I 117 ,250 
FRANKLIN .... . ... ... ... .... ..• . 11,820 11, 770 12,080 660 670 860 5.6 5.7 7.1 11,160 11,100 11,220 
HANCOCK ... .. . ................... . 20,580 21,570 21, 100 1,190 1,060 1,180 5.8 4.9 5.6 19,390 20,510 19,920 
KENNEBEC ........... . ......... . . 50,600 51,220 52,250 2,430 2,360 2,510 4.8 4.6 4.8 48,170 48,860 49,740 
KNOX .. ... . . . ............ .. ...... . 15,010 15,260 15,390 720 640 760 4.8 4.2 4.9 14,290 14,620 14 ,630' 
LINCOLN .................... . ..... . . 13,380 14,040 14,850 520 510 690 3.9 · 3.6 4.6 12, 860 13,530 14,160 
OXFORD .............. . .. ......... . . 20,970 21,220 21,100 1,150 1,200 1,320 5.5 5.7 6.3 19,820 20,020 19,780 
PENOBSCOT ...... ...... .......... . . 62,100 63,100 64,280 3,300 3,170 3,430 5.3 5.0 5.3 58,800 59,930 60,850 
PISCATAQUIS . . . . • . . . .. ... .. .. ... . 7,780 7,900 7,510 480 460 440 6.2 5.8 5.9 7,300 7,440 7,070 
SAGADAHOC ........... . ......... . . . 13,760 13,620 13,370 370 340 590 2.7 2.5 4.4 13,390 13,280 12,780 
SOMERSET .... .......... .. .... .. . . . . 22,670 23,270 22,490 1,440 1,380 1,520 6.4 5.9 6.8 21,230 21,890 20,970 
WALDO . . . ......... .. . . .. ....... . . 11, 790 11, 970 12,340 920 780 1,070 7.8 6.5 8.7 10,870 11, 190 11,270 
WASHINGTON .. , •. •. , ...... .. .. .... . 12,930 13,460 12,740 1,000 970 990 7.7 7.2 7.8 11,930 12,490 11, 750 
YORK . . .. , ., . . .. . ,, . ... ·,·,,,,•····· 80,150 81,350 80,040 2,860 2,700 2,630 3.6 3.3 3.3 77,290 78,650 77 ,410 
.!! Labor force, employment, and unemployment data are not seasonnally adjusted. All data are on a place of residence basis. Members of the armed forces are excluded . El, .. 
21 Current and last month figures prelim inary; year ago figures revised . . . 
THESE DATA ARE COMPILED BY THE MAINE BUREAU oF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY Labor Market Jriformalion Serwces 
AS A FEDERAL · STATE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE U.S. BURE<\U OF LABOR STATISTICS. 
